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About Bracewell
Bracewell is a leading law and government relations firm 
primarily serving the energy, finance and technology 
industries throughout the world.

Our industry focus results in comprehensive state-of-the-
art knowledge of the commercial, legal and governmental 
challenges faced by our clients and enables us to provide 
innovative solutions to facilitate transactions and resolve 
disputes.

Bracewell provides guidance on business law, finance, 
litigation, government relations and regulatory policy. 
Bracewell has considerable bench strength in all requisite 
practice areas including real estate, environmental, tax, 
trial, labour and employment law, intellectual property, 
government contracting and relations and strategic 
communications.

Legal 500 Europe, Middle East & Africa (EMEA) (2014) praises 
Bracewell for having “embraced the region,” noting that we 
are “one of the leading firms in the region to use on power 
and M&A deals in the sector.” Whilst Bracewell’s Corporate and 
Finance practice is recognized by Chambers Global (2017) for 
its “terrific practitioners.” In its ranking of the leading firms 
in the U.A.E., Legal 500 identifies Bracewell among the top 
firms in Commercial, Corporate and Merger & Acquisitions 
(2014–2017) and Energy and Infrastructure (2017). Chambers 
Global similarly recognises our strengths in the Corporate/
Commercial (2013–2017) and the Middle East-Wide Projects 
& Energy (2017) categories. In 2017, Bracewell took home the 
award for Infrastructure and Energy Projects Team of the Year 
at The Middle East Legal Awards.



Bracewell in the 
MENA Region 
Bracewell has a long and active history of working with clients throughout 
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, providing legal services 
to multinational and regional businesses, governmental entities, financial 
institutions, not-for-profit organisations and entrepreneurs and high net 
worth family groups drawn from the energy, defence, banking, financial 
services, manufacturing, retail, automotive and professional services 
sectors.

With our Dubai office acting as the hub for the firm’s activities across the 
MENA region, our team of lawyers have in-depth regional experience 
working on a range of energy, corporate, commercial, project, 
construction and financing matters throughout the region, and advising 
on all legal and commercial matters in the U.A.E., Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain, Iraq (including the Kurdistan region), Yemen, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, Afghanistan, Libya and across the African 
continent.

Local Knowledge 
and Relationships
Our lawyers have a clear understanding of the local laws, cultural 
sensitivities and complex geopolitical realities of the MENA region. This 
knowledge has been developed through our experience as legal and 
business advisors to our clients and through our lawyers’ roles and 
relationships with key government and regulatory bodies throughout the 
MENA region. For example, one of our senior partners sits on the advisory 
board to the Emirates Securities and Commodities Authority (ESCA) whilst 
another has recently retired from the board of the Dubai Financial Services 
Authority. 

Our ability to service clients throughout the MENA region has been 
augmented by the development of close and longstanding relationships 
with a network of independent local law firms, carefully selected for their 
commitment to outstanding client service, allowing us to serve our clients 
both efficiently and effectively.

Representative clients in the 
MENA region include: 

3U Technologies LLC

Abdul Lateef Jameel International

Alcazar Capital 

Alcazar Energy 

Alfanar Energy 

Arabian Power One

Brunel Energy

Cook Compression

Dover Corporation

Dragon Oil

EDF Energies Nouvelles 

ENGIE

ENI

Fotowatio Renewable Ventures

Genel Energy plc

General Motors Corporation 

L-3 Technologies

Lootah BC Gas

Marubeni Itochu Tubulars America Inc 

Moorland Gray

Nalco Champion

RWE New Energy

Shelf Drilling

Silverwell Technologies

Timberland LLC 

Touchline FZ LLC

United Service Organizations

Veolia Middle East

VF Imagewear

Bracewell’s Dubai office was named 
2017 Infrastructure and Energy 

Projects Team of the Year 
by The Middle East Legal Awards.



General Motors 
advising on various contractual issues 
including the renegotiation of the Middle 
East Dealer Operation Agreements

L-3 Technologies
advising on commercial contracts and 
regulatory matters

Brunel Energy
reorganisation of its GCC corporate 
structure and joint venture arrangements

Dragon Oil / ENOC
advising on the group-wide restructuring 
and integration project across the Middle 
East, Europe and Asia

Nalco Champion
advising on various corporate and 
commercial matters across the Middle 
East

Defence Contractors
advising on U.A.E. offset regime and 
various contractual arrangements 

Dover Corporation
advising a number of operating 
subsidiaries in respect of its trading and 
regulatory issues throughout the Middle 
East

Timberland and VF Imagewear
advising on local corporate restructuring, 
commercial contracts and regulatory 
matters

Alcazar Energy Partners
advising on various M&A and JV matters 
throughout the Middle East and Africa

Recent Notable Matters

Corporate and Commercial
Lawyers in our Dubai office represent inbound and outbound clients throughout 
the MENA region on a wide range of corporate and commercial matters 
including M&A and private equity transactions (buy-side and sell-side), joint 
ventures and complex commercial contracts with particular experience advising 
and structuring distribution, agency and franchise arrangements.

Our lawyers also provide assistance in the areas of business formation and 
domestic and cross-border structuring, business licensing and regulatory 
compliance (including areas such as sanctions, FCPA and U.K. Bribery Act 
compliance) and managing client litigation (commercial, employment and 
criminal) in the U.A.E. and elsewhere in the Middle East “hand-in-hand” with 
local litigation counsel. We have particular experience advising in the aerospace 
and defence sector (including offset obligations), oilfield services, professional 
services, publishing, retailing, manufacturing and technology sectors.

The 2014 edition of Legal 500 commented that Bracewell’s Dubai based 
corporate and commercial practice had “embraced the region and understands 
the culture, and the business practices, well,” whilst our corporate and 
commercial lawyers have been noted by Chambers and Partners (2013-2017) as 
being “responsive and business-savvy” and “terrific practitioners” who “look after 
their clients.”

Principal Contacts

Christopher R. Williams
Managing Partner, Dubai
T +971.4.350.6807
F +971.4.350.6801

chris.williams@bracewell.com 

David Pang
Senior Associate
T +971.4.350.6810
F +971.4.350.6801

david.pang@bracewell.com 



More than 30 independent 
power and water projects 
(IWPPs) in the MENA region 
including advising on the 
following recent regional IPPs
multiple wind and solar power 
generation projects across the region, 
including in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Egypt 
and the U.A.E. The Hassayan IPP in 
Dubai, Facility D IWPP in Qatar, Sweihan 
and Mirfa IWPP in Abu Dhabi, the Fadhili 
IWSPP and Rabigh II IPPs in Saudi Arabia, 
the Saudi Aramco cogen IPPs in Saudi 
Arabia, Ghubrah IWP and Sur IPP in 
Oman Umm Al Hayman ISCC in Kuwait, 
and the Jordan oil shale and captive 
mine project in Jordan

Numerous regional renewable 
energy projects 
a bid for the 80 MW Sakaka project in 
Saudi Arabia, the first to be launched 
by REPDO. Multiple solar and wind 
projects being developed under Egypt’s 
renewable feed in tariff programme.
Wind and solar projects in Round 1 
and 2 of the Jordan renewable energy 
programme, various bidders on the 
Rounds II, III and IV DEWA solar bids in 
Dubai, the Sweihan 350 MW solar PV 
project in Abu Dhabi, the Al Abdaliyah 
ISCC project in Kuwait, the lenders on 
the 150 MW Taza IPP wind project in 
Morocco and a consortium on their 
bid for the Ouarzazate combined solar 
thermal and PV solar facility in Morocco

Multiple recent M&A 
transactions in the power 
sector
seller in respect of the disposal of a 
stake in a power project in Abu Dhabi, 
a regional power company on the 
confidential acquisition of a regional 
power project and a bidder on the 
confidential acquisition of regional 
assets

 

Recent Notable Matters

Renewables and 
Infrastructure
We advise on all aspects of the power industry, including renewables and 
infrastructure, water treatment, water purification, district cooling and public 
private partnership projects from early stage project development, through to 
project financing, acquisitions and disposals, regulation and market reform.

We have experience advising on projects that combine different financing 
techniques, co-financings involving development finance institutions, export 
credit agencies, commercial (international and domestic) and Islamic banks.
 
Our power experience includes advising:

• Developers

• Lenders (including development finance institutions, export credit and 
multi-lateral agencies, commercial banks and Islamic lenders)

• Governments and state-owned entities

• Private equity and infrastructure funds

• EPC, LTSA and O&M contractors

Principal Contacts

Adrian Creed
Partner
T +971.4.350.6818
F +971.4.350.6801

adrian.creed@bracewell.com 

Robert J. Harker 
Partner
T +971.4.350.6832
F +971.4.350.6801

robert.harker@bracewell.com 



Northern Emirate Owned Entity
oil and gas concession, unitisation and 
commercialisation of a field, including 
preparation of GSA term sheets for 
option to sell at wellhead

Dragon Oil / ENOC
advising on a range of matters including 
asset-level due diligence, crude sales 
arrangement and PSC negotiations

Eni S.p.A.
sale of interests in Egypt’s super-giant 
Zohr field to Rosneft for USD 1.1 billion 
and BP for USD 375 million

 

Petrogas E&P LLC
$265 million senior secured borrowing 
base facility to finance the development 
of petroleum assets in Oman

Genel Energy plc
acquisition of OMV’s entire interest in 
the Bina Bawi Block; its development 
and commercialisation of the Miran and 
Bina Bawi gas field and farm-down of a 
stake in the chia Surkh Block to Petoil in 
Kurdistan region of Iraq

 

Shelf Drilling Offshore Holdings
formation of its global headquarters 
in Dubai, including assistance on 
employment, regulatory, and disputes 
matters 

DNO International ASA
establishment of a JV company with 
the Yemeni Government to act as  
an operator in Yemen, and advising 
on issues relating to crude sales 
arrangements and PSCs

National Oil Company
involvement in an oil port terminal in the 
UAE, including port services agreements, 
single point mooring arrangements and 
risk apportionment across the users and 
the port authority

Recent Notable Matters

Oil & Gas
Our MENA oil and gas practice is based in our Dubai office and receives support 
from our offices in London and Houston. We have the experience necessary 
to assist our clients in matters throughout the region, with special emphasis 
on oil and gas projects (upstream, midstream and downstream); mergers and 
acquisitions; general corporate matters; finance and securities; commercial 
contracts (including various forms of service and IT agreements); regulatory 
advice; bidding processes and negotiations with government authorities; 
intellectual property; labour and employment matters (both contentious and 
non-contentious); global governance and HSE matters.

Our oil and gas team is globally recognised by Chambers Global in Middle East-
Wide - Projects & Energy, in the U.A.E. in Corporate/Commercial & Commercial 
Contracts, and in the U.S. in Energy: Oil & Gas and Projects: Oil & Gas. Bracewell 
is recommended in Corporate and M&A and Energy & Infrastructure in the U.A.E. 
in 2015-2017 by Legal 500 Europe, Middle East and Africa. 

Our experience in and dedication to the industry ensures we are able to assist 
oil and gas companies across the value chain, from wellhead to market. We 
work with our clients on upstream exploration and production, financings, 
trading and commercialization, pipelines, transportation and storage, LNG 
liquefaction and regasification (including floating LNG), marketing, and 
petrochemical and refining projects. We have experience acting for super 
majors, large independents, mid-caps and start-ups, governments, trading 
houses, equity investors and banks. This breadth of our client base means 
that we understand the commercial drivers of our clients, their partners and 
counterparties, as well as the key issues and trends facing the industry.

Principal Contacts

David Pang
Senior Associate
T +971.4.350.6810
F +971.4.350.6801

david.pang@bracewell.com 

Paul Jones 
Senior Counsel
T +971.4.448.4232 
F +971.4.350.6801 

paul.jones@bracewell.com 



Sponsors 

50 MW Safawi project in Round 2 
in Jordan for ATC and Fotowatio 
Renewable Ventures (and previously for 
Saudi Oger) 

Lenders
advised lenders to a consortium led by 
ENGIE on the 200 MW Sakaka solar PV 
project

Lenders
support of a bidding consortium 
(Marubeni and Nebras) in the Fadhili 
Cogeneration Project in Saudi Arabia

RWE Innogy
advising in respect of the Sweihan 350 
MW solar IPP in Abu Dhabi, UAE and 
advising on the bid in respect of the Al 
Abdaliyah Integrated Solar Combined 
Cycle project in Kuwait

Sponsors
advised on four Round 2 50 MW solar 
projects for Alcazar Energy Partners in 
Egypt’s Round 2 of the solar feed in tariff 
programme

Sponsors
development and financing of the 82 
MW Al Rajef Wind Project for Alcazar 
Energy in the Ma’an development area in 
Jordan (Bracewell (Dubai) was awarded 
Infrastructure and Energy Projects Team 
of the Year 2017 by the Middle East Legal 
Awards)

Sponsors
development and financing of a 10 MW 
Solar PV project in the context of round 1 
of the Jordanian direct bid process (part 
of the “Seven Sisters” projects – awarded 
Middle East Renewables Deal of the Year 
2014 and the Middle East Overall Deal of 
the Year 2014 by IJGlobal Middle East)

EDF Energies Nouvelles and 
Nebras Power Q.S.C. 
bid for the 800 MW DEWA Solar Phase 
III IPP of the Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum Solar Park, Dubai, UAE

Saudi Oger and NRG
advising on the bid for the DEWA Solar 
IPP 100 MW Phase II of the Mohammed 
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park, 
Dubai, UAE

Recent Notable Matters

Project Finance
Our award winning project finance team has an outstanding reputation for 
delivering on complex projects throughout the Middle East, Africa and globally. 
We act for developers, government authorities, financial institutions, utilities 
and producers, and we regularly advise our clients on matters that span the 
full life-cycle of projects, i.e. from acquisition or development to financing and 
hedging to construction, completion and operation. We advise on various 
conventional and innovative financing solutions to meet the commercial 
needs of each of our clients, and our clients turn to us for our expertise in 
combining different forms of financing techniques including rights issues, 
asset acquisitions, Islamic financing; project bonds, securitisations, portfolio 
financings, investment funds, leveraged finance, borrowing base structures and 
derivatives products.

We advise clients in all major industry sectors, including:

Principal Contacts

Laura Capelin 
Senior Associate
T +971.4.350.6848
F  +971.4.350.6801

laura.capelin@bracewell.com 

Robert J. Harker 
Partner
T +971.4.350.6832
F +971.4.350.6801

robert.harker@bracewell.com 

• Power (conventional and 
renewable energy)

• Oil and gas

• Government and public sector 
(PFI/PPP)

• Mining and metals

• Real estate and construction

• Petrochemicals

• Refinery

• Transport infrastructure

• Water and waste



Senior Executives of publicly 
traded companies
various contentious and non- 
contentious employment related 
matters

Manpower and Recruitment 
Companies
advising both onshore U.A.E. and free 
zones businesses in respect of corporate 
structuring and licensing, employment 
matters (contentious and non-
contentious) 

 Employees
onshore U.A.E. and in free zones in 
respect of redundancy related matters 
and the enforcement of restrictive 
covenants of employment contracts

Employers
onshore U.A.E. disputes, advising on 
strategy and arrangement of local 
litigation counsel

 

Employers
advising on the preparation, negotiation 
and settlement of termination and 
settlement arrangements

 

 

Recent Notable Matters

Labour and Employment
We have a broad based labour and employment practice advising on both 
contentious and non-contentious employment matters in the U.A.E. (including 
the DIFC and ADGM free zones). We act for both employers and c-suite 
employees.

Our experience includes advising and drafting employment contracts, employee 
handbooks, employment policies and procedures, secondment arrangements, 
consultancy agreements and “life support” service contracts. We have
advised on all manner of redundancy and disciplinary terminations (in both the 
U.A.E. and the DIFC) and in respect of the enforcement of restrictive covenants 
born from an employer and employee standpoint.

We have particular experience acting for both manpower and recruitment 
businesses throughout the MENA region, advising on corporate structuring, 
contractual arrangements, and all elements of the employment relationship.

Principal Contacts

Christopher R. Williams
Managing Partner, Dubai
T +971.4.350.6807
F +971.4.350.6801

chris.williams@bracewell.com 



The Dubai Team – Partners & Senior Counsel

Christopher R. Williams
Managing Partner, Dubai
T +971.4.350.6807
F +971.4.350.6801

chris.williams@bracewell.com 

Being resident in the U.A.E. since 2008, Chris Williams uses his keen understanding of the region 
to guide his leadership of Bracewell’s Dubai office, as well as his own active corporate practice 
throughout the Middle East, Europe and Africa. Chris has particular experience in advising on 
mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, complex commercial contracts and corporate advisory 
work, as well as experience advising on labour and employment matters (contentious and 
noncontentious), and managing litigation disputes in the U.A.E.

The 2014 edition of The Legal 500 commented that Chris was “responsive and business savvy.” 
The 2014 edition of Chambers Global noted that, “impressed sources described him as very 
sensible, good to deal with and commercial,” the 2015 edition of Chambers Global commented 
that he was “extremely responsive at all times, very thorough, very adept at preparing documents 
and at advising on strategy,” and the 2016 edition of Chambers Global noted that he is “flexible, 
pragmatic and makes sure the client is well looked after.” The 2017 edition of Chambers Global 
stated that he is “a terrific practitioner” and “very thoughtful” with regard to his clients. He has 
been personally ranked as a leading practitioner in the U.A.E. for corporate and commercial work 
by Chambers Global since 2014.

 

Adrian Creed
Partner
T +971.4.350.6818
F +971.4.350.6801

adrian.creed@bracewell.com 

Having lived and worked in the MENA region for over 20 years, including time spent working and 
living in Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Libya, Saudi Arabia and Oman, Adrian Creed is a projects lawyer who 
brings regional knowledge and experience to the work he does advising on energy, utilities and 
infrastructure project financings in the Middle East and Africa region. He has nearly 30 years’ 
experience of acting for governments, sponsors, lenders and development finance institutions 
on a wide variety of energy and infrastructure projects, including public-private partnership (PPP) 
transactions, social infrastructure projects (healthcare, education and housing) airport and port 
developments and large-scale project financings in the renewables, power, water and district 
cooling sectors. Adrian also advises on the corporate and commercial transactions linked to the 
establishment and operation of these facilities.

Robert J. Harker 
Partner
T +971.4.350.6832
F +971.4.350.6801

robert.harker@bracewell.com 

Having acted on more than 20 independent power project (IPP)/independent water and power 
projects (IWPP) in the Middle East and North Africa, Rob Harker has invaluable experience and in-
sight to guide clients through both the bid phase and financing phases of transactions.

Focusing on utility-scale power (including renewables), petrochemical and refinery projects, 
Rob has experience in project and corporate financings, including in the power, petrochemicals 
and refinery sectors, which comprise large-scale multi-source lending involving international 
and domestic banks, export credit agencies and Islamic finance institutions. He represents both 
sponsors and financial institutions alike in all aspects of project, development, corporate and 
Islamic financing, as well as sponsors and financial institutions on large-scale infrastructure 
projects, in the Middle East and in Europe.

Rob was listed as a Notable Practitioner in the U.A.E. in the 2018 edition of the IFLR1000 Financial 
and Corporate.



The Dubai Team – Partners & Senior Counsel

Paul Jones 
Senior Counsel
T +971.4.448.4232 
F +971.4.350.6801 

paul.jones@bracewell.com 

Paul Jones is dedicated to providing transactional and regulatory advice in the energy sector. He 
advises a range of private and public sector clients on upstream, midstream and downstream 
oil and gas acquisitions, disposals, projects and joint ventures. He has also advised power 
developers on corporate matters and project development work.

Paul’s practice has a particular focus on the Middle East and Africa. He has deep African market 
experience having spent more than a year on secondment to law firms in Ghana and Tanzania 
and having advised clients on transactions in over 20 countries across the continent.

The IFLR1000 Financial and Corporate Rankings 2018 includes client feedback praising Paul as a 
“brilliant lawyer” who provides “practical and sensible advice in a timely manner”.



The Dubai Team – Associates

Laura Capelin 
Senior Associate
T +971.4.350.6848
F  +971.4.350.6801

laura.capelin@bracewell.com 

Laura Capelin focuses on asset based and project finance transactions throughout the Middle 
East, Europe and the U.S., with particular experience in financings related to major power 
(including renewables) and development projects. Laura advises and negotiates a range 
of secured and unsecured financial transactions, including senior and subordinated debt 
financings, acquisition and project financings, structured financings and securitizations. Her 
clients include sponsors and conventional and Islamic financial institutions.     

David Pang
Senior Associate
T +971.4.350.6810
F +971.4.350.6801

david.pang@bracewell.com 

David Pang focuses his practice on corporate transactions and commercial matters. He has 
particular experience in advising on mergers and acquisitions,  private equity and venture 
capital investments, joint ventures, commercial contracts, corporate restructuring and corporate 
governance.

David’s practice is active throughout the Middle East and Africa where he represents a range of 
clients, including private and listed companies, high net worth individuals and family groups, 
private equity funds, banking and financial institutions, energy and utilities majors and defence 
and aerospace companies. In addition, his Chinese language abilities mean that he is well placed 
to advise on inbound and outbound investments and cross-border transactions between the 
Middle East, Africa and Asia.

David also brings a clear understanding of the needs of in-house counsel teams having spent six 
months on secondment with a U.A.E.-based oil company.

Suna J. Mirza 
Associate
T +971.4.350.6813
F +971.4.350.6801

suna.mirza@bracewell.com 

Suna Mirza’s practice focuses on corporate and commercial work throughout the Middle East and 
Europe with particular experience of advising on mergers and acquisitions, private equity and 
investment funds, and general company advisory work. This representation includes advising 
global businesses with expanding their operations into the Middle East.

Suna’s clients are drawn from numerous sectors, including private equity, retail and energy. She 
also has experience advising on the corporate law aspects of international energy projects, with a 
particular focus on the acquisition of independent power projects in the Middle East.

In addition, Suna has experience working as in-house counsel for a U.K. energy regulator, with a 
particular focus on electricity transmission.
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Ade Mosuro
Associate
T +971.4.350.6865
F +971.4.350.6801

ade.mosuro@bracewell.com 

Ade Mosuro’s practice focuses on international energy and infrastructure, project development 
and project finance transactions, with a particular focus on the Middle East and Africa. He has 
represented various sponsors, lenders and contractors active in the power, renewables, oil and 
gas, transport and waste sectors. Ade has experience with combined and simple cycle power 
projects; solar power; wind power and non-power infrastructure such as water desalination 
plants.

Ade is a dual Nigerian and British national with first-hand experience and a deep understanding 
of the African market, as well as the unique challenges associated with different types of projects 
in various jurisdictions across Africa.  

The Dubai Team – Associates


