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Barbara S. Jones, former judge in the U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of New York, focuses her practice on corporate monitorships, 
compliance issues, internal investigations and arbitrations and mediations.

During her 16-year term in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of 
New York, Judge Jones presided over a diverse range of cases, including 
accounting and securities fraud, antitrust, fraud and corruption involving city 
contracts and federal loan programs, labor racketeering and terrorism. In May 
2010, Judge Jones was appointed by the Chief Justice of the United States to 
serve on the seven-member Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation; she served 
on the panel until October 2012.

Prior to her U.S. District Judge nomination in 1995 by President Bill Clinton, she 
served as Chief Assistant to Robert M. Morgenthau, then-District Attorney of 
New York County. Previously, she was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the 
Southern District of New York, where she served as the chief of the Organized 
Crime Strike Force Unit. Judge Jones has served as an adjunct assistant 
professor at Fordham Law School and New York University School of Law. 
Judge Jones also chaired the Response Systems to Adult Sexual Assault 
Crimes Panel, created by Congress in the National Defense Authorization Act 
for 2013, aimed at assessing the investigation, prosecution, and adjudication of 
sexual assaults in the military. The panel issued a report to Congress in June 
2014 with 132 recommendations to the Department of Defense. 
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Experience

Southern District of New York
 appointed as a Special Master by SDNY Judge Kimba Wood to manage the 

privilege review of documents seized from Donald Trump’s lawyer Michael 
Cohen. Judge Jones led a small team of Bracewell partners that quickly and 
securely reviewed physical documents inside a Sensitive Compartmented 
Information Facility (“SCIF”) to ensure necessary security of information.

 appointed as the Independent Review Officer for the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters Union (IBT). In her role as Independent Review 
Officer, Judge Jones acts as an independent monitor over the IBT, the largest 
union in the world of 1.5 million members, and exercises disciplinary authority 
over the IBT relating to internal corruption charges, disciplinary decisions and 
reviews trusteeships imposed by the IBT over local unions, in addition to 
other investigative responsibilities.

 appointed as Lead Master in the case of US Bank v. UBS Real Estate 
Securities, Inc. to oversee the review of thousands of loan files to determine 
whether there exist breaches by UBS of certain obligations related to the 
quality of the loans.

Federal Communication Commission
 appointed as independent compliance officer to review and evaluate Charter 

Communication’s compliance with the conditions the FCC placed on it in 
connection with the acquisition of Time Warner Cable, Inc. and Bright House 
Networks

Signet Jewelers
 engaged by the Board of Signet, the world’s largest retailer of diamond 

jewelry with more than 3300 stores worldwide, to conduct a review of its 
compliance policies and practices relating to discrimination, harassment and 
retaliation and to identify areas for improvement

New York Police Department
 appointed by the New York City Police Commissioner to be part of a panel 

that is conducting a full-scale review of the New York City Police 
Department’s discipline policies

University of Michigan
 appointed as the Independent External Reviewer at the University of Michigan 

and tasked with deciding student disciplinary actions under the University’s 
Policy and Procedures on Student Sexual and Gender Based Misconduct. In 
this role, she reviews investigation files including statements and other 
evidence to determine if the complaint was properly investigated and if the 
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investigator’s findings comport with the evidence. She may alter the discipline 
if she determines that the sanction is clearly inappropriate of disproportionate.

New York City District Council of Carpenters
 monitorship before the Judge Victor Marrero, United States district judge for 

the Southern District of New York. In her role representing the monitored 
entity, Judge Jones worked with the court-appointed monitor and with the 
assigned Assistant U.S. Attorneys to ensure the conditions set forth in the 
court’s order were met.

New York City Department of Investigation (DOI) and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA)
 appointment to monitor a mid-sized construction company subject to a 

Deferred Prosecution Agreement with the New York County District Attorney’s 
Office involving violations of the MWBE laws. In this role, Judge Jones 
reviewed the company’s compliance code, conducted compliance training 
and set up a hotline for internal reporting of corruption. She also reviewed and 
approved business practices and procedures to ensure the integrity of all 
contracts, to include review of the books and records to identify any potential 
payroll fraud and abuses.*

U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York
 appointment as an examiner to investigate allegations that the court-

appointed Patient Care Ombudsman for debtor Daytop Village 
mischaracterized conditions of the debtor’s operations in his reports and 
attempted to improperly influence the debtor in connection with fee 
applications*

New York City Business Integrity Commission (BIC)
 appointed by the BIC to audit a large waste hauling firm to prevent organized 

crime involvement and to ensure compliance with the New York State 
Minority MWBE laws. The monitorship included analysis of thousands of 
documents and emails, numerous interviews, and forensic accounting 
reviews of the company.*

Board of Trustees of the Queens Borough Public Library
 conducted an internal investigation into a whistleblower complaint related to 

the Board of Trustees of the Queens Borough Public Library*

National Football League (NFL)
 selected by the NFL to arbitrate the appeal over the discipline given to 

Baltimore Ravens running back Ray Rice, who faced accusations of domestic 
violence*
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City University of New York (CUNY)
 conducted investigations into allegations of antisemitism on CUNY campuses 

for the chancellor of CUNY together with Partner Paul Shechtman

* Work completed prior to Bracewell

Credentials

Education
 Temple University Beasley School of Law, J.D., 1973

 Mount Saint Mary's College, B.A., 1968, cum laude

Bar Admissions
 New York

Affiliations
 American Bar Association, Member of Standards Committee for Corporate 

Monitorships

 Association of the Bar of the City of New York, Past Member of the Executive 
and Judiciary Committees

 American College of Trial Lawyers, Fellow

 William C. Conner Intellectual Property McInerney American Inn of Court, 
Past President

 New York County Lawyers Association, Past Chair of the Criminal Justice 
Council

Recognition

Chambers USA
 New York Litigation: White Collar Crime & Government Investigations, 2022 – 

2024

The Legal 500 United States
 Dispute Resolution – Corporate Investigations and White-Collar Criminal 

Defense, 2017 – 2020, 2023 – 2024

City & State New York
 Law Power 100 List, 2022
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Federal Bar Council
 Emory Buckner Award for Outstanding Public Service, 2016

BL Rankings
 Best Lawyers, Administrative/Regulatory Law, 2015 – 2025

 Best Lawyers, Criminal Defense: White-Collar, 2019 – 2025

 Best Lawyers, New York Lawyer of the Year, Administrative/Regulatory Law, 
2019, 2023

ALM Media Properties, LLC
 New York Law Journal, New York Trailblazers, 2019

 National Law Journal, Outstanding Women Lawyers, 2015

Thomson Reuters
 New York Metro Super Lawyers, 2016 – 2022

Temple University Beasley School of Law
 Temple Law Quarterly, Editor

Publications & Speeches
 “Valuing a Business,” Commercial Litigation in New York State Courts, 2020 

edition.


